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Are you looking for a fun place 
to have your child’s next birthday 

party or special occasion?

With all the work done for  
you and several themes  

to choose from?

Visit us in the Mission Plaza 
Shopping Center

(Valley & Santa Rita)
To book your party,  

www.partybees.com
or call 925-249-9233

“Un-bee-lievable Parties!”
Now Open in Pleasanton!

PartyBees
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SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST
RyNck Tire & Auto Centers has been family owned 

and locally operated for over 25 years. 
We offer a 100% customer satisfaction guarantee.

maintenance

safety

LUBE, OIL, FILTER CHANGE & 4-TIRE ROTATION

FRONT & REAR BRAKE SERVICE

$1795

$50OFF

Most cars & light trucks. 12mo./12,000 mile warranty.

AND SERVICE 
SAVINGS!

ALTIMAX RT

$3695
As 

Low
As

As 
Low
As

NOW OPEN!  PLEASANTON - 2 California Avenue 925-461-4290
ALAMEDA 861 Marina Village Pkwy. ............. 510-523-2900

*CASTRO VALLEY 3430 Castro Valley Blvd. . 510-886-9500

*CONCORD/CLAYTON 5288-A Clayton Rd ... 925-363-5900

DUBLIN  6028 Dougherty Rd. ......................... 925-833-9700

NEGOTIATOR

PERFORMANCE

CAR & MINIVAN

P185/65R14 85H

$5995
P185/65R14 86T

Save Thru  05/03/08

Save Thru  05/03/08

*LIVERMORE 1485 First St. ........................... 925-455-4330

*PLEASANTON 4216 Rosewood Dr. ............... 925-734-3444

PLEASANTON 3420 Stanley Blvd. ................ 925-462-4900

*WALNUT CREEK 1400 E. Newell Ave. ......... 925-944-8174

RyNck TIRE & AUTO
CENTERS

P195/60R15 87H  $43.95 
P205/65R15  92H $46.95

P215/60R16 94H $56.95
P225/60R16 97T $59.95

P195/60R15 88T $71.95
P205/65R15 94T $75.95

P215/60R16 95T $84.95
P225/70R15 100T $79.95

Buy four 
Goodyear or  
Dunlop® brand 
tires and 
receive four free 
tickets to the 
Monterey Bay 
Aquarium.

While supplies lasst.
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Educating the Whole Child
In addition to our summer camp, 
Carden West offers academic-based 
preschool for children 18 months to 
5 years old and elementary school, 
kindergarten through 5th grade. 
Our Preschool operates year-round.

• Kindergarten—6th Grade 
• Academics • Field Trips
• Instructional Activities 
• Special Events & Programs 
• Weekly rates available
• 8:45am to 3:00pm
• Extended Care Available

Carden West School 
Success for every child,

 every day

School Tours Every  
Tuesday & Saturday

10:00 am to 12:00 noon
or by appointment at  
(925) 463-6060

www.cardenwest.org

Conveniently located 
in Pleasanton near the 
580/680 interchange at 

4576 Willow Road,
Hacienda  

Business Park
**Tuition Discount available 
for individuals who work in 

Hacienda Park.

**Special offers can not be combined

Summer Camp 2008

Enrollment for the 2008-2009  
school year is currently underway

Enroll for Fall...
...Save in Summer

call for details

I doubt that many of us who have 
fallen on the ski slopes and 
cracked a rib, as I have, ever think 

of those mishaps as miracles. But 
Steve Yeffa does, and with good rea-
son. Steve and his family were on a 
ski trip to Tahoe five years ago when 
the accident happened. Although 
there’s usually not much anyone 
can do for a cracked rib other than 
wait out the healing process with a 
few pain pills, Steve’s wife Becky 
was concerned by the unusual dis-
comfort it was causing and insisted 
they stop at ValleyCare’s emergen-
cy room when back in Pleasanton. 
There, an X-ray showed that Steve 
had fractured a couple of ribs. Since 
one was directly over Steve’s spleen, 
a full CT scan was ordered. The 
results were stunning. Besides the 
fractures, the scan also showed for 
the first time a hard cyst on his right 
kidney, which Dr. Robert Mandiberg 
explained was a tumor with a 99 
percent chance of being malignant. 
On April 2, 2003, Steve had a radical 
right nephrectomy. His right kidney 
was removed and because it was an 
early Stage 1 cancer that had not yet 
spread, he went home a week later 
with a clean bill of health, although 
regular tests were necessary for the 
next five years.
 On Tuesday, April 15, Steve’s 
surgeon at ValleyCare, Dr. Bernard 
Schmidt, called with final test results 
that showed there was no evidence 
of any cancer, that Steve’s other 
kidney was functioning well, and he 
could consider himself cured.
 Steve talked about his experience 
last Sunday at a celebration party 
he and Becky held at the Veterans 
Memorial Building downtown for 
120 of their friends, business asso-
ciates and medical professionals 
from ValleyCare, including Drs. 
Mandiberg and Schmidt. Calling it 
a “Party for the Cure,” the Yeffas 
also used the occasion to celebrate 
their 50th birthdays, which occur 
this year. Instead of gifts, those who 
came donated to the Kidney Cancer 
Association, with several thousand 
dollars raised. There was one excep-
tion: at the end of his remarks Steve 
asked Becky to come to the stage 
where he presented her with a 1-carat 

diamond as a symbol of her being his 
“rock.” Without the cure, Steve said 
he probably wouldn’t have made it to 
the party. The Yeffas’ neighbor, Rich 
Gluck, fought kidney cancer for five 
years, but died two years ago. Steve’s 
aunt died of cancer just recently. The 
big “C,” in fact, was on the minds of 
others at Sunday’s party who have 
also passed the coveted cancer-free 
mark or have theirs in remission.
 Steve’s five-year odyssey began 
with the CT scan. Although faced 
with uncertainty, he views his mir-
acle as a “stroke of luck—the hand 
of God pushing me over.” The ski 
mishap tipped him off to the cancer 
before it had a chance to spread. 
He was surrounded by people of 
great faith, a kind of familial sup-
port, as he describes it, that caused 
him to go out and try new things. 
He became Scoutmaster of the new 
Troop 908 in Pleasanton, and under 
his leadership, 908 has become 
the largest Scout troop in Northern 
California. He also moved to a new 
position as chief financial officer 
of Cartridge World, an Emeryville-
based licensed remanufacturer of 
ink jet and laser toner cartridges that 
now has 1,650 stores in 61 coun-
tries. He was part of a management 
team that bought out the company’s 
Australian founders 2-1/2 years ago, 
enabling its faster growth. Stepping 
down recently as Scoutmaster, Yeffa 
serves the troop as an Eagle Scout 
mentor. Among those I’ve seen him 
helping is his son Dan, 18, a senior at 
Foothill High School, who built the  
free-standing outdoor directory at 
the entryway to the Trinity Lutheran 
Church campus on Hopyard Road, 
which the family attends.
 The Yeffas’ daughter, Katie, 22, 
will graduate from Fresno State 
University next month with an edu-
cation degree and the Dean’s Medal 
as the top student in her class. With 
Katie planning a career in teaching 
and Dan heading off to archaeology 
studies at UC Davis, the Yeffas, who 
will soon be empty nesters, plan to 
spend more time buoying the spirits 
and caring for others who are dealing 
with cancer—help that Steve Yeffa 
found so overwhelming and welcome 
during his own trip to wellness. 

   AroundPleasanton
by Jeb Bing

Ski slope fall 
seen as miracle 

About the Cover
When the Weekly asked for photos of look-alike mothers and daughters, 
staff email inboxes filled with submissions. Jennifer Harris and daughter 
Kendall, 5, were the first to send in a photo. We chose the top 10 finalists, 
which are featured on page 10, but it is up to readers to decide who takes 
home first place. Vote for your favorite online at www.PleasantonWeekly.
com by May 4. Cover design by Manuel Valenzuela.
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